The vertical and horizontal patterns of the distribution of corals and coral reefs
. Group 2 ) Reported by Roos (1971) 3 ) Ahermatypic species 4 ) Reported by Lang (1970) Their occurrence in the bay shows that they are able to stand a more varied temperature and salinity regime than that of their normal deep water environment.
A group of coral species that is conspicuously absent from the Spaanse Waiter consists of those species which flourish on the reefs and reef zones exposed to waves and other strong water movements. On the slope there is scattered coral growth and most of the colonies are encrusting. This is one of the habitats most exposed to waves and currents with good sediment drainage. , 1964) . These effects seem, however, to be restricted to rather shallow water. Stoddard (1963) observed the coral survival to be much better even at depths as shallow as 7-13 m. He also noted that Acropora cervicornis was the least resistant coral. 
